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2017 The Norman Mailer Society Conference - Mailer Ascending 
Holiday Inn Lido Beach, Sarasota, FL 

The Lido Room is on the 1st Floor and the Sarasota Room is on the 7th Floor 
Please note that presentations are limited to ten minutes 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 26 

8:.,.5-9:30 Business Meeting (Sarasota Room) 

9:45-10 :45 Papers: Jason Mosser, "On Compiling a Selective Bibliography on 'The White Negro."' ; 
Erik Nakjavani , "Boxing as Nonverbal Dialogic Discourse and Bantu Philosophy"; 
Moderator: Carol Holmes Alpern (Sarasota Room) 

11:00-12 :00 Plenary Panel: "Digital Mailer": Gerald Lucas, Justin Bozung (Sarasota Room) 

12:00-1:15 Lunch on Your Own 

I :30-2 :30 I) Papers: Enid Stu bin, ''The Sons and Daughters of Nonnan: A Celebration": William Thelin , "The 
Role of the Biographer in Understanding Mailer"; Steve Marcus, "Martin, Nonnan and Me (Mailer 
and Buber)"; Keith Cavedo, "Mailer and Science Fiction? Connections between An American 
Dream to Philip K. Dick's Flow My Tears, the Policema11 Said''; Moderator Victor Peppard (Sara
sota Room) 

2) Papers: Alexander Hicks , "Narrative Resolution in The Armies of the Night''; Walt Lewallen, 
"Hollywood and The Armies of the Night"; Marc Triplett (Lido Room) 

2:45-3 :45 Papers: Rachel Tanski, •'Subverting Film Noir Conventions in Tough Guys Don~ Dance''; Marlisa 
Santos ,"Drinking and Dancing: Noir 's Legacy of Amnesia in Tough Guys Don ~ Dance"; Ann Tor
ruslo, "A Neo-noir Haunting: The Ghost of Chinatown in Tough Guys Don~ Dance"; Robert Singer, 
"Defective Detectives: Generic Tension in Beyond the Law" ; Moderator Phillip Sipiora (Sarasota 
Room) 

4:00-S:OO Papers: Jacqueline Smith, "Frustrated Male Desire in the Early Short Stories of Nonnan Mailer''; 
Valerie Lipscomb, "The Master Narrative of Age in "The Thalian Adventure''; Mary Lynn Navarro , 
"The Cultural Context ofNo nnan Mailer"; Moderator Jeanne Fuchs (Sarasota Room) 

5:30-7 :00 WELCOMI NG RECEPTION in KOKONUTS LOUNGE 

7:30 Dinner on Your Own 

9:00-10 :00 

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 27 

Plenary Panel. ''Assessing Nonnan Mailer 's Legacy": Maggie McKinle y, J. Michael Lennon , 
Christopher Busa, Nicole DePolo, Robert Begiebing (Sarasota Room) 

J 0: 1 S-11: 15 Plenary Panel. "Remembering Nonnan Mailer: Memorial Tributes": Bonnie Culver and The Wilkes 
Readers 

11 :30-12:30 Plenary Panel. Mailer and Television: Justin Bozung, Mark Olshaker, Ron Fried, Moderator: Ron 
Fried (Sarasota Room) 

12:30- 1:30 Lunch on Your Own 

Board of Directors Meeting in Sarasota Room 

1:45-2:45 

3:00-4 :30 

5:30-8:00 

8:15-9 :30 

I) Papers. Madeline Gottlieb, .. Hem1an Teppis and the Incestuous Fantasy: Exploring Complicated 
Relationships in The Deer Parlt': Martha Helser, ''Experiencing Ambiguity: The Layered Destabi
lization of The Deer Park"; Elizabeth Ricketts, "Irish Characters in Mailer and Fitzgerald" Modera
tor: Phillip Sipiora (Lido Room) 

2) Panel. Of a Fire on the Moon. Salvatore J. Fallica , .. The Interplay of Media Environments in Nor
man Mailer's Of a Fire on the Moon"; Carol Holmes Alpern , "Those Fucking Astronauts": Heroism 
and Disorientation in Of a Fire on the Moon"; Moderator: Justin Bozung (Sarasota Room) 

1) Panel. Mailer & Didion: Maggie McKinley, Jason Mosser, Tim Parrish. Moderator: Ron Fried 
(Lido Room) 

2) Papers. Robert Begiebing, "Mailer and Jazz'' : Jeanne Fuchs, "Existential Affinities: Mailer on 
Monroe"; Constance Holmes, "Mailer's Favorite Women: Marilyn and Cherry'' ; Moderator: Mark 
Olshaker (Sarasota Room) 

Dinner on Your Own 

Plenary Panel. Forthcoming Books on Nonnan Mailer: Justin Bozung, Maggie McKinley, Susan 
Mailer ; Moderator J. Michael Lennon (Sarasota Room) 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 28 

9:00-10:00 Papers. "Jacob Hebda, ''A Novel of Epic Proportions: Nonnan Mailer's Ancient Evenings and the 
Epic Tradition"; Danny Marroquin , Contemporary Writers Found in Mailer' s Armies: David Shields 
and Mary Gaitskill"; Ray Vince, "Hemingway- ' His TaJent and his Dread': Inner & Outer Land
scapes of his Greatest Stories"; Moderator: Walt Lewallen (Sarasota Room) 

10:15-11 :15 I) Papers. Victor Peppard, '"Mailer and Babel: The Jewish Connection and Beyond''; Alex Hicks . 
"Tough Guys as Hardboiled Noir''; Andrew Gordon, ••An American Dream and Herzog: Divorce and 
Madness"; Moderator: Ray Vince 
(Lido Room) 

2) Papers. James Taylor, "Norris Church Mailer in Eighteen Minutes"; Moderator: Jason Mosser 
(Sarasota Room) 

11 :30-12:30 Panel. The Mailer Review after Ten Years: Phillip Sipiora, Michael Shuman , Gerald Lucas. Shan
non Zinck , Scott Neumeister ; Moderator: Mark Olshaker (Sarasota Room) 

12:45-3:00 

Papers. "Matthew S. Hinton , ''The Unheard Echo: Mailers, Memoirs. and the Search for PohtJcal 
Tattoo"; Robert Francis Saxe, "Bitter Exhaustions of an Old Man and Cock> Arguments of a Bright 
Boy: Norman Mailer 's First Advertisement Predicts the Sixties''; Salvatore J. FaUica, ·· onnan 
Mailer and Celebrity Culture; or, 'stepping into the war of the enonnous present" '; Moderator: Nicole 
DePolo {Lido Room) 

Keynote Luncheon Address: Colum McCann ; Introduction: Susan Mailer 
(Sand Dollar Room, 7m Floor) 



". · · C?od like Us suffers the ambition to make a destiny more extraordinary than was 
conceived for Him, yes God is like me, only more so." 

"Writing is spooky. There is no routine of an 
office to keep you going, only the blank page 
each morning, and you never know where your 
words are coming from, those divine words." 

"Being a novelist, I want to know every world. I 
would never closet myself off to a subject unless 
it's truly repulsive to me ... . What ruins most 
writers of talent is that they don't get enough 
experience, so their novels tend to develop a 
certain paranoid perfection." 

"The natural role of 
twentieth-century man 
is anxiety." 


